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Information and Statistics on Equality Groups in Fife 

 2016 

Introduction 

Fife Council is committed to promoting equality of opportunity for all our citizens through 
service provision and through our employment practices.  

Fife is one of the most historically distinctive regions in Scotland.  It is still commonly 
referred to as the Kingdom of Fife and is situated between the Firth of Tay to the north 
and the Firth of Forth to the south.  Fife is Scotland’s third largest local authority area by 
population and Fife Council’s headquarters is located in Glenrothes.   
 
The Equality Act 2010 is the main piece of equalities legislation which public authorities 
have to adhere to and all public authorities have a duty to ensure that a range of 
individuals and groups (referred to in this report as ‘equality groups’ or protected 
characteristics: Age, Disability, Gender reassignment, Marriage and civil partnership, 
Pregnancy and maternity, Race, Religion and belief, Sex and Sexual orientation) may 
need additional support to access services, employment and other opportunities.   

 

This document has been developed to help service providers, groups and anyone 
interested in equality issues to be better informed about equality groups in Fife.  In 
particular the information will help statutory organisations to better plan and deliver 
services which meet the needs of the community.  The information in this document will 
be added to and updated on a regular basis to ensure that it remains as current as 
possible.  
 

The information in this document is drawn from a diverse range of sources and years, 
some of the information is statistics whilst other pieces are indicators, therefore in some 
cases it may appear contradictory, if in doubt please contact the Equalities Team for 
clarification.  
 
 

 
 
 

February 2017 
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Where this is referred to, it refers to a person belonging to a particular age (e.g. 32 year 
olds) or range of ages (e.g. 18 - 30 year olds). 

According to Census 2011, Fife’s population as at 27th March 2011 is estimated at 
365,200, of which 176,900 (48%) were male and 188,300 (52%) were female.  This has 
increased by 15,771 (5%) from 2001 Census figures of 349,429.  The table below shows 
the population in Fife by age and sex in Census 2011: 

Council area Persons Persons Persons Persons Persons Persons Persons Persons Persons

All ages 0 to 4 5 to 9 10 to 14 15 to 19 20 to 24 25 to 29 30 to 34 35 to 39

SCOTLAND 5,295,400 292,800 269,700 291,600 330,800 363,900 345,600 321,700 340,000

Fife 365,200 20,800 19,100 20,200 22,700 24,100 20,800 20,800 23,000

Male 176,900 10,700 9,800 10,300 11,400 11,600 10,300 10,100 11,200

Female 188,300 10,100 9,300 9,800 11,300 12,500 10,500 10,700 11,800

Council area Persons Persons Persons Persons Persons Persons Persons Persons Persons

40 to 44 45 to 49 50 to 54 55 to 59 60 to 64 65 to 69 70 to 74 75 to 7980 and over

SCOTLAND 394,700 410,900 375,800 330,900 336,500 261,200 220,600 178,100 230,400

Fife 27,400 28,000 26,100 23,000 25,000 19,500 15,700 12,400 16,500

Male 13,500 13,600 13,000 11,200 12,200 9,400 7,200 5,500 6,000

Female 14,000 14,500 13,200 11,800 12,800 10,100 8,400 6,900 10,500

Source: National Records of Scotland

Census day usually resident population by age and sex 2011

 

 Fife’s population increase of 15,771 is the 6th highest in Scotland, behind 
Edinburgh, Aberdeenshire, Highland, North Lanarkshire, and West Lothian, 
although one place ahead of Glasgow. 

 Children now make up less of the population and older people make up more, 
while working age people percentages have remained about the same. 

 Compared with 2001 Census figures, Fife has more children in each of the ages 
from 0-3, but has less in each of the ages from 4-16. 

 Fife has more people in each of the younger working ages from 17-27, but less 
people in each of the mid-year working ages from 28-40, compared with 2001 
figures. 

Source: NRS and KnowFife Quick Brief Release 1B 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  Age and Population 
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2015  
 
The tables below indicate the estimated population, births, stillbirths and deaths in 
Fife in 2015 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
The estimated population of an area includes all those usually resident in the area, whatever 
their nationality. HM Forces stationed outside the United Kingdom are excluded but foreign 
forces stationed here are included. Students are taken to be resident at their term-time address.  

 
All data provisional expect populations which refer to 2014 
Rate per 1,000 populations 
Rate per 1000 live and still births 
Rate per 1000 live births 

 
http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/births-deaths-and-other-vital-
events-quarterly-figures/1st-quarter-2015 

 Estimated population at 30 
June 2014 

Live births Still births 

Both sex Males Females Both sexes Male Female Number Rate
 Number Rate

 

Scotland 5347600 2596384 2751216 55100 10.3 28354 26746 211 3.8 

Fife 367260 177912 189348 3755 10.2 1892 1863 11 2.9 

 Perinatal deaths Neonatal deaths Infant death 

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate 

Scotland 291 5.3 112 2.0 175 3.2 

Fife 21 5.6 11 2.9 16 4.3 

 Deaths 

Both sexes Males Females 

Number Rate 

Scotland 57573 10.8 27902 29671 

Fife 4027 11.0 1929 2098 

Population aged 16-64 (2015) 

  
Fife 
(numbers) 

Fife 
(%) 

Scotland 
(%) 

Great Britain 
(%) 

All people aged 16-
64 

231,600 62.9 64.7 63.3 

Males aged 16-64 112,600 63.3 65.4 64.1 

Females aged 16-64 119,000 62.6 64.1 62.6 

Source: ONS Population estimates - local authority based by five year age band 
Notes:   % is a proportion of total population 
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Estimated population, births, stillbirths, deaths, marriages and civil partnerships, 
numbers and rates, by administrative area, Scotland, second quarter, 20161 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Footnotes 

  1) All data provisional except populations which refer to 2015. 

2) Rate per 1,000 population. 
  3) Rate per 1,000 live and still births. 

 4) Rate per 1,000 live births. 
  http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/births-deaths-and-

other-vital-events-quarterly-figures/2nd-quarter-2016 

 
 
 

 
The table below indicates the projected population in 2017 and 2022 
 

Age group Projected years 

2017 2022 

0-15 
16-29 
30-44 
45-59 
60-74 
75+ 

65355 
63843 
91053 
77172 
42530 
32789 

67855 
62281 
87745 
79809 
43147 
39548 

All ages 372742 380385 
Source: National Records of Scotland www.gro-scotland.gov.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Estimated population at 30 
June 2015 

Live births Still births 

Both sex Males Females Both sexes Male Female Number Rate
3 Number Rate

2 

Scotland 5373000 2610469 2762531 13930 10.4 7201 6729 67 4.8 

Fife 368080 178047 190033 936 10.2 494 442 7 7.4 

 Perinatal deaths Neonatal deaths Infant death 

Number Rate3 Number Rate4 Number Rate4 

Scotland 90 6.4 33 2.4 44 3.2 

Fife 9 9.5 3 3.2 3 3.2 

 Deaths 

Both sexes Males Females 

Number Rate2 

Scotland 13455 10.1 6617 6838 

Fife 985 10.8 479 506 

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/
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Migration Statistics 
 
Background 
 
It is increasingly important to have high quality statistics on migration and the population, 
for policy development and for planning and providing public services. Achieving this aim 
is challenging in the context of increasingly complex lifestyles and changes in migration 
to and from the UK over the last decade. 
 
Migration is the most difficult component of population change to estimate; there is no 
comprehensive system which registers migration in the UK. Estimates of migration 
therefore have to be based on survey data and the best proxy data that exist. 
 
The table below shows the In, out and net migration, by age, 2012-2014 average in 
Fife. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The migration estimates are those associated with the mid-year population estimates 
from mid-2012 to mid-2014.  Figures include rounding adjustments, but exclude 
movements of asylum seekers, prisoners and armed forces personnel. 
 
Please refer to the methodology sections on the NRS website for more information on 
how population and migration estimates are produced.  Population methodology  
 

The tables below show the In, out and net migration from 2010 to 2015 in Fife. 
  
 

Total in-
migration 

 

2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

SCOTLAND 87,886 81,016 75,885 82,442 84,954 

Fife 11,174 10,741 10,459 10,894 11,289 

 

Total out-
migration 

 

2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

SCOTLAND 57,677 68,278 65,923 64,857 56,986 

Fife 9,098 10,118 10,155 10,244 10,061 

 

Total net 
migration 

 

2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

SCOTLAND 30,209 12,738 9,962 17,585 27,968 

Fife 2,076 623 304 650 1,228 
 
http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/migration/migration-statistics/local-area-migration 
 

Figures includes asylum seekers 
 
 
 
 

Age 0-15 16-29 30-44 45-59 60-74 75+ Total 

In 1343 4721 2272 1242 701 267 10546 

Out 1231 4809 2107 1079 546 256 10028 

Net 112 -88 165 163 155 11 518 

http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/population-estimates/midyear-2014/mye-methodology-guide-2014.pdf
http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/migration/migration-statistics/local-area-migration
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Benefit Claimants-Out of work benefits 

The Claimant Count is the number of people claiming benefit principally for the reason of 
being unemployed. This is measured by combining the number of people claiming 
Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) and National Insurance credits with the number of people 
receiving Universal Credit principally for the reason of being unemployed. Claimants 
declare that they are out of work, capable of, available for and actively seeking work 
during the week in which the claim is made. 

The measure of the number of people receiving Universal Credit principally for the 
reason of being unemployed is still being developed by the Department for Work and 
Pensions. Consequently this component of the total Claimant Count does not yet 
correctly reflect the target population of unemployed claimants and is subject to 
revisions. For this reason the Claimant Count is currently designated as Experimental 
Statistics. 

Claimant count by sex (August 2016) 

 

 

 

 
Source: ONS Claimant count by sex and age 
Note: % is the number of claimants as a proportion of resident population of area aged 16-64 and gender 

 

Claimant count by age (August 2016) 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: ONS Claimant count by sex and age 
Note: % is the number of claimants as a proportion of resident population of the same age  

 

 

 

 

 

 Fife 
(Numbers) 

Fife (%) Scotland (%) Great Britain 
(%) 

All people 6130 2.6 2.3 1.8 

Males 3970 3.5 3.1 2.3 

Females 2160 1.8 1.5 1.3 

 Fife 
(Level) 

Fife (%) Scotland (%) Great Britain 
(%) 

Aged 16+ 6130 2.6 2.3 1.8 

Aged 16 to 17 15 0.2 0.2 0.0 

Aged 18 to 24 1500 4.5 3.9 2.8 

  Aged 18 to 21 915 4.7 4.3 3.0 

Aged 25 to 49 3240 2.8 2.4 1.8 

Aged 50+ 1340 1.8 1.7 1.5 
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Working-age client group-main benefit claimants (February 2016) 

 Fife 
(Number) 

Fife (%) Scotland 
(%) 

Great Britain 
(%) 

Total Claimants 33960 14.6 13.7 11.8 

By Statistical Group  

Job Seekers 5770 2.5 1.8 1.5 

ESA And Incapacity 
Benefit 

17680 7.6 7.9 6.2 

Lone Parents 2640 1.1 1.0 1.1 

Carers 4170 1.8 1.6 1.6 

Others On Income 
Related Benefit 

580 0.3 0.2 0.2 

Disabled 2620 1.1 1.0 1.0 

Bereaved 480 0.2 0.2 0.2 

Main Out of Work 
Benefits+ 

26680 11.5 10.8 9.0 

Source: DWP benefit claimants-working age client group 
+ Main-out-of-work benefits include the groups: job seekers, ESA and incapacity benefits, lone parents and others on 
income related benefits. 
Notes: % is a proportion of resident population of area aged 16-64Figures in this table do not yet include claimants of 
Universal Credit 
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157419/report.aspx?town=fife#tabrespop 
 
 
The Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) is payable to people under pensionable age who are 
available for, and actively seeking, work of at least 40 hours a week. 
 
 

Jobseeker’s allowance by unitary and local authority—JSA count on  
10th December 2015 

 

 JSA count on 10th December 2015 

Levels Percentage of population 

Men Women Total Men Women Total 

Scotland 40596 18936 59532 2.4 1.1 1.7 

Fife 3421 1499 4920 3.0 1.3 2.1 

 
 
 

Jobseeker’s allowance by unitary and local authority—JSA count on  
11th August 2016 

 

 JSA count on 11th August 2016 

Levels Percentage of population 

Men Women Total Men Women Total 

Scotland 35613 20246 55859 2.1 1.1 1.6 

Fife 3194 1815 5009 2.8 1.5 2.2 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peoplenotinwork/unemployment/datasets/jobseekersallowanceforlocal 

 andunitaryauthoritiesjsa01 
Source: Jobcentre Plus administrative system 
Labour market statistics enquiries: labour.market@ons.gov.uk 

 

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157419/report.aspx?town=fife#tabrespop
http://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peoplenotinwork/unemployment/datasets/jobseekersallowanceforlocal%20andunitaryauthoritiesjsa01
http://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peoplenotinwork/unemployment/datasets/jobseekersallowanceforlocal%20andunitaryauthoritiesjsa01
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The most common definition of Disability is: A person has a disability if s/he has a 
physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on 
that person's ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. 

Different estimates of the disabled population are collated for different definitions of 
disability, making it impossible to identify a definitive source. 
 
 

2011 Census: Health and provision of unpaid care in Fife 

 Day-to-
day 
activities 
limited a 
lot 

Day-to-
day 
activities 
limited a 
little 

Day-to-
day 
activities 
not 
limited 

Day-to-
day 
activities 
limited a 
lot: 
Age16-64 

Day-to-day 
activities 
limited a 
little: Age 
16 to 64 

Day-today 
activities 
not 
limited: 
Age16 to 
64 

Scotland 505,863 534,508 4,225,032 244,427 278,496 2,965,815 

Fife  34,829 39,417 290,952 16,314 20,562 199,854 

% 9.5 10.8 79.7 4.5 5.6 54.7 

 

 Very good 
health 

Good Health Fair 
Health 

Bad 
Health 

Very bad 
health 

Scotland 2,778,481 1,575,000 644,881 226,154 70,887 

Fife 185,567 113,324 46,877 15,165 4,265 

% 50.8 31.0 12.8 4.2 1.2 

 

 Provides no 
unpaid care 

Provides 1 to 
19 hours 
unpaid care a 
week 

Provides 20 to 
49 hours unpaid 
care a week 

Provides 50 
or more hours 
unpaid care a 
week 

Scotland 4,803,172 273,333 86,816 132.082 

Fife 330,370 19,578 6,068 9,182 

% 90.5 5.4 1.7 2.5 
Table notes: 
1. 'Provision of unpaid care' covers looking after, giving help or support to family members, friends, neighbours or others because of 
long-term physical or mental ill-health/disability, or problems related to old age. 
2. 'Day-to-day activities limited' covers any health problem or disability (including problems related to old age) which has lasted or is 
expected to last for at least 12 months. 
Source: Office for National Statistics, Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency 
National Records of Scotland 

 
 
In the 2011 Census, 50.8% of Fifers said that their health was “very good”, slightly lower 
than the Scottish average of 52.5%, while 1.2% said that it was “very bad”. 
 
The majority of unpaid care to a family member, friend, neighbour or other person 
because of long-term physical or mental ill health problems related to age, is provided by 
those aged 50 and over for all unpaid hours (1-19, 20-34, 35-49 and 50 hours and over). 
 

 

 

   Disability 
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Scotland’s Census 2011 Long term health conditions by sex in Fife 

 
 

No of people Male Female 

Total  365198 176943 188255 

No condition 247857 120625 127232 

One or more 
conditions 

117341 56318 61023 

Deafness or partial 
hearing loss 

26584 14685 11899 

Blindness or partial 
sight loss 

9307 4233 5074 

Learning disability 1667 932 735 

Learning difficulty 8612 5096 3516 

Developmental 
disorder 

2635 2024 611 

Physical disability 26246 11756 14490 

Mental health 
condition 

15032 6183 8849 

Other condition 74313 34276 40037 
Source: Scotland's Census 2011 - National Records of Scotland 

 
 
 

Scotland’s Census 2011 Long term health problem or disability by ethnic group by 

age in Fife 
 

 
 

All 
people 

White Mixed or 
multiple 
ethnic 
group 

Asian, 
Asian 
Scottish 
or Asian 
British 

Africa Caribbean 
or Black 

Other 
ethnic 
group 

Total  365198 356550 1257 5748 704 422 517 

Age 0-24 106922 102849 854 2575 281 173 190 

Age 25-49 120076 116707 299 2304 361 171 234 

Age 50-64 74129 73296 70 593 46 56 68 

Age 65-74 35181 34948 22 171 9 15 16 

Age 75-84 21155 21039 10 88 6 6 6 

Age 85 
and over 

7735 7711 2 17 1 1 3 

Source: Scotland's Census 2011 - National Records of Scotland Table LC3205SC 

 

 

 Physical disability accounts for around 7% of the Fife population, with less than 
5% reported for those aged up to 49.   

 32% of the Fife population reported one or more categories of health condition, 
and this ranged from 11% for the 0-15 age group, to 88% for the 85 and over age 
group. 
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 7% of people in Fife said that they experienced deafness or partial hearing loss, 
and as with other health conditions, this increased with age, from less than 1% in 
the 0-15 age group, to 50% in the 85 and over age group.   

 According to the Fife Society for the Blind, there are 1042 registered blind 
and1108 partially sighted people in Fife in 2015/2016. 

 Overall, males (8%) were slightly more likely to report this condition than females 
(6%), with the older males aged 65 and over, showing significantly higher 
proportions of deafness or partial hearing loss than females. 

 46% of people that reported that they were “limited a lot” by a long-term health 
problem or disability also reported that their general health was bad or very bad. 

 While the majority of minority ethnic groups, on average, reported slightly higher 
proportions compared with “White” groups, some of these groups were lower, e.g. 
Mixed or multiple ethnic groups (28%) and Asian groups (43%).  

 
 
The table below shows the percentage of the population aged 16-74 who are 
economically inactive and are long-term sick or disabled. Expressed as a percentage of 
the Economically Inactive Population: 
 
 
 
 
  
  
   
 
    
 
                             
 
        Source: KnowFife Dataset 

 
 
 

Use of British Sign Language 
 
The 2011 Census was the first to ask questions on the use of British Sign Language 
(BSL) at home.  951 people living in Fife indicated that they used British Sign Language 
(BSL) at home which was 0.27% of the population aged three and over compared to 
0.24% across Scotland.  Of those who used BSL in Fife, 46% were male and 54% were 
female.  195 of BSL users in Fife were children (aged 3 to 15) and 130 were aged 65 and 
over. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

North East Fife Area Committee 7.3% 

Kirkcaldy Area Committee 15.4% 

City of Dunfermline Area Committee 14.4% 

Glenrothes Area Committee 17.3% 

South West Fife Area Committee 13.6% 

Cowdenbeath Area Committee 22.1% 

Levenmouth Area Committee 19.8% 
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The Blue Badge Scheme is a national scheme for those who have a permanent 

disability which means they are unable to walk or virtually unable to walk or those who 
are registered blind. A blue badge is intended to help those who would be unable to visit 
public buildings, shops and other places unless they can park close to their destination. 
 
Blue badges can be issued to adults, children or to organisations providing care. They 
can be used by badge holders who are drivers or passengers in any vehicle.  
 
The table below shows the total number of blue badge issued in Fife at 2016. 
 

 
Number of blue badges issued in Fife from 2012 to 2016 (as at 30/9/2016)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Transportation and Environmental Services Fife Council 
 

There is a noticeable decrease in the number of badges on issue. This can be explained 
by the following: 
  
1. The Accessible and Concessionary Travel team (Transportation and Environmental 

Services) has just undertaken a cleansing exercise following an audit report (National 

Fraud Initiative) which identified over a 1000 records of deceased individuals. Some of 

these we knew about and had already actioned, the rest we had to manually correct 

and cancel badges. This has therefore had a significant impact on the report we run 

off for "Badges on Issue". 

2. The Accessible and Concessionary Travel team is now accessing "Tell Us Once", 
daily, which allow a better management in data in terms of deceased badge holders - 
thus making the reporting of badges on issue more accurate. 

   
3. September 2015 is the first full cycle of mobility assessments therefore everyone who 

has previously held badges has now had to go through under the new scheme criteria. 
The criteria are now more stringent and therefore some who have held a badge 
previously will no longer be eligible and therefore expected the numbers to have 
reduced. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Badges on 
Issue Sep-12 Sep-13 Sep-14 Sep-15 Sep-16 

Individual 20827 19714 19805 17791 17745 

Organisation 186 115 97 113 101 
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Concessionary Travel Schemes  

If a person aged 60 or over, or an eligible disabled person and they hold a National 
Entitlement card (known in Fife as the Myfife card) he/she will be entitled to free bus 
travel throughout Scotland and discounted rail travel between any two Fife stations for 
50p per single journey. 
 
Based on Extract 18/09/2016 from National Card System, there are 2213 C card holders 
and 270 Ceye card holders in Fife.  

 

Disabled  

C 2213 (under 60 with a disability) 

Ceye 270 (registered as partially sighted) 

Companion  

C+1 10569  

Ceye+1 759 (Registered blind or partially sighted+ care benefit) 

Elderly  

C (over 60years 
and over) 

83577 

Total  97388 

 
 
Myfife card will display one of the following symbols (or a combination) in the bottom right 
hand corner: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This symbol on the card means card holder is entitled to free Scotland-wide bus 
travel and discounted off peak rail travel between any 2 rail stations in Fife for 
50p per single journey. 

 

This symbol on the card means a companion can travel with the card holder free 
on the bus, and also means the companion can accompany card holder for half 
fare between any two rail stations in Fife.  Card holder will also be entitled to 
Taxi cards. 

 

This symbol on the card indicates card holder are entitled to free Scotland-wide 
bus travel, free rail travel within Scotland and free ferry travel within Scotland.  If 
card holder is a young person between the age of 16 and 18 or a full time 
volunteer under 26 then he/she will be entitled to a Young Persons Travel card 
and a Scottish Youth Railcard. 

 



13 

 

Sex - A man or a woman. 
 
Women in Fife still face major inequalities in many areas of their lives. Women’s unequal 
position in our society is in built into laws and policies, the everyday practices and 
decision-making processes of our institutions and organisations, as well as being 
embedded within popular culture and attitudes.  
 
One of the primary duties of any society is to protect, respect and fulfil the basic rights of 
women and men on an equal basis. What is mean by "sex" and "gender”?  
Gender and sex are often used as if they mean the same thing: they do not, the World 
Health Organisation suggests this distinction1: 

 Sex refers to the biological and physiological characteristics that define men and 
women. 

 Gender refers to the socially constructed roles, behaviours, activities and 
attributes that a given society considers appropriate for men and women. 

This is echoed in the distinction suggested by the Scottish Government: 
 

 Sex refers to the biological characteristics, which distinguish people as male or 
female. These relate to the reproductive system. 

 Gender refers to the quality of being male or female. It is about what we expect of 
women and men. This is not biology, although some gender differences stem from 
biological differences. To put it simply, men and women are made (by the society 
they live in), not born2.  
 
 

Population Profile of Women and Men in Fife 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Percentage  

 Number Total 
Population 

Median 
Age 

Children Working 
Age 

Pensionable 
Age 

Life 
Expectancy 

Male 178047 48.4 42 18 63 18 77.7 
Female 190033 51.6 44 16 60 24 81.5 

Source: NRS, 2015 Population Estimates and 2012-2014 Life Expectancy 

 

                                                           
World Health Organisation, http://www.who.int/gender/whatisgender/en/index.html, 2010 

 
 
 

Sex  

 Estimated population at 30 
June 2015 

Both sex Males Females 

Scotland 5373000 2610469 2762531 

Fife 368080 178047 190033 
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There are more women than men living in Fife; 52% of the total population are female.  
The median age of women (44) is slightly higher than of men (42).   
 
This is reflected in the fact that 24% of women are of pensionable age compared to 18% 
of men and of the population aged 75 and over 59% are females and 41% are males.   
Life expectancy at birth is greater for women than for men, 81.5 and 77.7 years 
respectively. 
 
 

The tables shown below is the estimated population of Fife by sex and by age 
group in 2015 

 

http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/council-area-data-sheets/fife-factsheet.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Age group Male 
population  
Fife 2015 

Female 
population of 
Fife 2015 

Total 
population of 
Fife 2015 

% of total 
population of 
Fife 2015 

0-15 
16-29 
30-44 
45-59 
60-74 
75+ 

32,934 
30,829 
31,593 
39,273 
30,582 
12,836 

31,147 
32,076 
34,034 
41,285 
33,107 
18,384 

64,081 
62,905 
66,627 
80,558 
63,689 
31,220 
 

17.4% 
17.1% 
17.8% 
21.9% 
17.3% 
8.5% 

All ages 178,047 190,033 368,080 100% 
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The Scottish Government and COSLA (Convention of Scottish Local Authorities) define 
Violence Against Women as follows:  
 
“Gender based violence is a function of gender inequality, and an abuse of male power 
and privilege.  It takes the form of actions that result in physical, sexual and 
psychological harm or suffering to women and children, or affront to their human dignity, 
including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether 
occurring in public or private life”. 
 

Violence against women includes a range of behaviours that women and girls are at 

particular risk of because they are female, as recognised by the United Nations: 

 Domestic abuse 

 Rape and sexual assault 

 Sexual harassment and intimidation (prostitution, pornography & human 
trafficking) 

 Dowry-related violence 

 Female genital mutilation (FGM) 

 Forced marriage, and  

 So-called “honour” based violence 
 

Comparing violence committed by women and by men, the British Crime Survey notes 

that: 

 Violence perpetrated by a man is 5 times more likely to require medical attention 

 Women are 4 times as likely as men to fear for their lives 

 Women are 3.5 times as likely to be murdered by a male spouse than vice versa 
 

Domestic abuse is a serious crime, which has profound effects on society.  Domestic 

abuse is perpetrated by partners or ex-partners and can include any form of: 

 Physical abuse, for example punching, choking, not allowing to sleep or pushing  
 Sexual abuse - acts which degrade and humiliate and are perpetrated against the 

victims will, including rape  
 Mental and emotional abuse such as threats, verbal abuse, withholding money and 

other types of controlling behaviour such as isolation from family or friends 

 

 

 

 

 

Violence Against Women 
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Domestic Abuse 

Police Scotland (Fife Division) has record the following information in relation to 

domestic abuse since 2013/14. Any variations in the last year have been relatively small. 

 4,047 domestic abuse incidents which represents a slight decrease over the last 3 

years 

 3,631 domestic abuse crimes and offences - a 10% increase compared to 2014/15 

(3368), but not returning to 2013/14 (3788) 

 61.4% of domestic abuse incidents resulted in a crime being recorded (average of 

60.6 over last 3 years) 

 Detection rate of 89.2% (average of 90.1% over last 3 years) 

 290 bail offences were detected (a slight decrease over the last 3 years from 347 

in 13/14) 

 %age bail checks within 24 hours 95%   

 

Fife Women’s Aid 

The numbers of both women and children supported by FWA have increased 

significantly from the previous year by 28.45% and 23.6% respectively at a total of 1017 

women and 362 children. Refuge requests remain very similar at 413 - however a higher 

number of women and children were actually admitted to refuge (99 women and 146 

children) but this is still only 24% of the requests. 34 of the women in refuge were also 

discussed at MARAC around the time of their stay 

The increase in referrals for women has predominantly been from the PPU, with smaller 

increases noted from social work, Housing (Local Authority) and self-referrals.  For 

children and young people there have been significant increases in referrals from 

mothers and social work. 

 

Shakti Women’s Aid  

Supported 69 women, slight increase on previous year but fewer new referrals 15 (a 

decrease of 52%). It is expected new referrals will increase not there is a dedicated 

outreach worker based in Fife again 

 

CEDAR Fife 

35 children and 21 mothers attended group with a further 13 mothers receiving 1:1 

support. Numbers dropped in 15/16 as a result of reduced resources. This trend will be 

reversed with additional staff in post 
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MARAC Fife 

The number of MARAC cases discussed has increased by 12% this year to 286. The 

number of children has increased by 11% to 552   

 

Saje Scotland has had 114 women attend the Freedom Programme and 33 attended 

a Toolkit for Life. A significant increase of 66% and 30% respectively. 

This now reflects the numbers of women Saje expects to support on an annual basis, the 

previous year was impacted by staff illness 

 

Housing 

There were 173 homeless applications as a result of domestic abuse – there has been a 

slight decrease year on year for the last 4 years. There were 172 Fife Housing Register 

applications with domestic abuse identified –this has increased slightly over the last 3 

years 

 

Domestic Abuse Groupwork Programme 

70 men started the groupwork programme with 40 completing. There were 102 victims 

supported while the perpetrator attended group 

 

Victim Support supported 51 victims of domestic abuse 

 

Sexual Abuse 

Police Scotland (Fife Division) 

A total of 834 crimes of indecency3 were recorded – which is very similar to the previous 

year. Detection rate for all crimes of indecency reduced from 91% to 82%. Rape 

detection rate reduced slightly from 82% to 79%. 

                                                           
3 Rape/ Having Intercourse with an Older Child, Sexual Assault by Penetration, Engaging in penetrative sexual activity with or towards an older 

child, Sexual Assault, Engaging in sexual activity with or towards an older child, Sexual Coercion, Causing a Young Child/Older Child to Participate 

in a Sexual Activity, Coercing/ Causing a Person/Young Child/Older Child to be Present During a Sexual Activity, Coercing /Causing a Person/Young 

Child/Older Child to Look at a Sexual Image, Communicating Indecently, Causing a Person to See or Hear an Indecent Communication, Sexual 

Exposure, Voyeurism, Administering a Substance for Sexual Purposes, Engaging while an Older Child in Sexual Conduct with or Towards Another 

Older Child, Engaging while an Older Child in Consensual Sexual Conduct with Another Older Child, Sexual Abuse of Trust (Children), Sexual Abuse 

of Trust of a Mentally Disordered Person 
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Third Sector  

 Individual 

supported  

Support 

Sessions 

Offered 

Support 

Sessions 

Attended 

Support 

Hours 

Attended 

New 

referrals 

Waiting 

list 

KASP 272 2779 2008 2096 198 44 

FRACAC 229 1196 1034 1134 171 22 

Safe 

Space 

205 2503 1846 2172 106 14 

 

Safe Space and KASP have seen an increase in individuals supported 

Safe Space and FRASAC have had an increase in new referrals  

 

Victim Support  

Supported 21 rape victims, 26 victims of indecency and 13 of lewd and libidinous 

behaviour 
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Female genital mutilation (FGM) 

Female genital mutilation (sometimes referred to as female circumcision) refers to 
procedures that intentionally alter or cause injury to the female genital organs for non-
medical reasons. FGM is illegal in Scotland under the Prohibition of Female Genital 
Mutilation (Scotland) Act 2005; the practice is also illegal in the UK.  

It has been estimated that over 20,000 girls under the age of 15 are at risk of female 
genital mutilation (FGM) in the UK each year, and that 66,000 women in the UK are living 
with the consequences of FGM. However, the true extent is unknown, due to the 
"hidden" nature of the crime. 

The girls may be taken to their countries of origin so that FGM can be carried out during 
the summer holidays, allowing them time to "heal" before they return to school. There are 
also worries that some girls may have FGM performed in the UK. 

There are no clear and robust figures for the prevalence of FGM in Scotland. However, 
anecdotal reports suggest it is a significant issue. Although not necessarily an indication 
of prevalence, 2011 census data suggests that at least 2,403 girls were born in Scotland 
to parents from FGM practising countries between 1997 and 2011, and the number of 
residents in Scotland born in Africa has doubled since 2001 (Scottish Government, 
2013).  
 
In addition, whilst FGM practices are not confined to refugee populations, a report by the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees found that 2,401 women from FGM practising 
countries sought asylum in the UK in 2011 (UNHCR, 2013).  
 
Since 2000, around 10% of people seeking asylum in the UK annually have been 
dispersed to Glasgow by the Home Office. Around one-third of new arrivals to Scotland 
have originated from countries where UNICEF estimates FGM prevalence rates to be 
above 75%.  
 
FGM is practised by families and communities for a variety of complex social and 
religious reasons. It reflects inequality between sexes and serves as a complex form of 
social control of women’s’ sexual and reproductive rights. It is often carried out in the 
belief that it is beneficial for the girl or woman. This then influences a girl or woman’s 
willingness to raise concerns or talk openly about FGM.  

As FGM is mainly carried out on minors, it is a violation of the rights of the child and 
constitutes a form of child abuse and violence against women and girls. It also violates 
the rights to health, security and physical integrity of the person; the right to be free from 
torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, and the right to life when the 
procedure results in death. 

 

http://www.equalitiesinhealth.org/FGM-CMO.pdf 

National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-

abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/female-genital-mutilation-fgm/fgm-facts-statistics/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.equalitiesinhealth.org/FGM-CMO.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/female-genital-mutilation-fgm/fgm-facts-statistics/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/female-genital-mutilation-fgm/fgm-facts-statistics/
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The Scottish Government provided funding to the Scottish Refugee Council to support a 
project which has produced a report providing evidence based baseline information to 
inform the work of FGM in Scotland.  
 
 
Analysis of census and birth register data 
 
2011 Census data were used to estimate the size of communities living in Scotland 
originating from one of the 29 FGM-practising countries identified by UNICEF (2013). 
The total number of people (men, women and children) born in one of these countries 
and living in Scotland in 2011 was 23,979. 
 
Table 1 below shows the size of communities in Scotland born in FGM-practising 
countries. 
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Table 2 below shows the total number of men, women and children born in one of the 29 
countries who were living in each Scottish local authority area in 2011. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Source: http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/assets/9061/FGM_Report_FINAL_A4portrait.pdf 

http://onescotland.org/equality-themes/gender-equality/female-genital-mutilation-fgm/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/assets/9061/FGM_Report_FINAL_A4portrait.pdf
http://onescotland.org/equality-themes/gender-equality/female-genital-mutilation-fgm/


22 

 

Gender reassignment - The process of transitioning from one gender to another. 
 
In Scotland, the term transgender, or Trans, is an umbrella term that is used to describe 
people whose gender identity differs from that assigned to them at birth 
 

A person who is trans may: 

 have changed gender from the one they were born into 

 be in the process of changing gender 

 identify as the other gender but continue to live as the birth gender 

 not identify as either gender 

 express their gender identity in an androgynous way i.e. deliberately developing 
an identity that is not obviously male or female 
 

 
Our gender identity is influenced before birth while the brain is developing. A person may 
experience a strong sense that they are in the 'wrong gender' from a very early age. 
 
Some facts 
 

 young trans people are often rejected by their families and therefore lack of 
financial and housing support 

 bullying of trans people is common and includes bullying from FE staff as well as 
other students 

 gifted trans teachers and lecturers often leave their jobs because of lack of 
support from employers 

 trans people often lack access to appropriate toilet and changing facilities 

 disclosing another person's trans status without their permission is bad practice 
and can be illegal 
 

http://www.scotlandscolleges.ac.uk/equality-and-diversity/gender-reassignment 
 

However, the Trans population is significantly larger than the number of people who have 
formally changed their sex. 
 
There is no real way to measure the number of LGBT people in Fife.  It is not a question 
that is asked on any mass survey or census that is accurately measurable.  A national 
recognised estimate is that 1 out of every 10 people is lesbian, gay, bisexual or 
transgender.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gender Reassignment 

http://www.scotlandscolleges.ac.uk/equality-and-diversity/gender-reassignment
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Gender Recognition Statistics (uktrans.info/grc-stats) 

Official statistics from the Gender Recognition Panel are released quarterly in Tribunal 

and Gender Recognition Statistics Quarterly. 

The most recent statistics go up to the end of June 2015 in UK. The key points are: 

 A total of 100 applications were received by the Gender Recognition Panel (GRP) 
in April to June 2015 (highest since 2009). This includes: 

6 Standard Track applications 
6 Alternative Track Applications 
3 Overseas Track Applications 

 A total of 104 applications were finalised in October to December 2014. This 
 includes: 

 93 full Gender Recognition Certificates were issues. Of these: 

 68 were to people becoming legally female 
 25 were to people becoming legally male 
 28 were to people who were married 
 65 were to people who were neither married nor in a civil partnership 

 0 interim Gender Recognition Certificates were issued 
 5 applications were declined 
 3 applications were withdrawn 

1 applications were refused due to an administrative error 
 1 application was refused as no fee was paid 
 

  As of the end of June 2015, since the Gender Recognition Act 2004 came into 
 force (April 2005): 

 4,631 applications have been received 

 3,999 full Gender Recognition Certificates have been issued by the GRP 

 183 interim Gender Recognition Certificates have been issued by the GRP 
(67% converted to full GRCs) 

 193 applications have been declined 

 110 applications are still pending 

 

http://uktrans.info/grc-stats
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/tribunals-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/tribunals-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/tribunals-statistics
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Further Information Obtained by UK Trans Info (December 2014) 

Anyone who holds a UK birth certificate who then receives a full Gender Recognition 
Certificate is entitled to a new birth or adoption certificate, which is recorded in one of the 
Gender Recognition Registers. There are three Gender Recognition Registers - one for 
England and Wales, one for Scotland and one for Northern Ireland. UK Trans Info has 
requested and received statistics about these registers from the relevant Registrar 
Generals. 

Up until the end of December 2014 there have been 3,779 entries made in the Gender 
Recognition Register. This means 54 full Gender Recognition Certificates have been 
issued but not recorded in a Gender Recognition Register. This could be people who 
were born outside the UK, or people who haven't yet completed the registration process. 

Of those 3,779 entries: 

 3,485 were from the England & Wales register. This includes:  
2,673 people who are now legally female 
812 people who are now legally male 
 

 239 were from the Scottish register. This includes: 
152 people who are now legally female 
87 who are now legally male 
 

 55 were from the Northern Irish register. This includes: 
41 people who are now legally female 
14 who are now legally male 
 

 

The entries also vary slightly depending on how the birth was originally registered. Of the 
3,779 entries: 

 3,565 people who were born in the UK, and haven't had a subsequent adoption or 
 parental order issued 

 153 people who were adopted in the UK 
 21 people who were born overseas, but to parent(s) in the British Armed Forces 
 40 people who were born overseas, but to parent(s) who were British citizens, 

 whose birth was registered with the British consul or UK High Commission. 
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Marriage and civil partnership 

In England, Wales and Scotland, marriage is no longer restricted to a union between a 
man and a woman but now includes a marriage between same-sex couples. 

Marriage is a devolved issue in parts of the UK and Northern Ireland and the status of 
same-sex marriage is different in England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

 The legislation to allow same-sex marriage in England and Wales was passed by 
the UK Parliament in July 2013 and came into force on 13 March 2014, and the 
first same-sex marriages took place on 29 March 2014. 

 Legislation to allow same-sex marriage in Scotland was passed by the Scottish 
Parliament in February 2014, received Royal Assent on 12 March 2014 and took 
effect on 16 December 2014.  

 The Northern Ireland Executive has stated that it does not intend to introduce 
legislation allowing for same-sex marriage in Northern Ireland. Same-sex 
marriages from other jurisdictions are treated as civil partnerships 

 

Marriages and civil partnerships in Fife in 2015 
 

Area Marriages Civil Partnerships 

Total Opposite Sex Same Sex Male Female 

Scotland 29691 28020 1671 33 31 

Fife 1667 1587 80 - 3 
Same sex marriages came into effect on 16 December 2014 

 
 

Number of people marrying in Fife and Scotland by 10-year age group in 2015 
 

Age group No of people 
marrying in Fife 

No of people 
marrying in 
Scotland 

% of people 
marrying in Fife 

% of people 
marrying in 
Scotland 

16-24 221 3961 6.6% 6.7% 

25-34 1671 28196 50.1% 47.5% 

35-44 701 13154 21.0% 22.2% 

45+ 741 14071 22.2% 23.7% 

All ages 3334 59382 100% 100% 
Source: http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/council-area-data-sheets/fife-factsheet.pdf 
 
 
 
In 2015 there were 1667 marriages registered in Fife.  Of these 1587 were opposite sex 
couples and 80 were same sex couples.  2015 was first full year since the introduction of 
the Marriage and Civil Partnership Act Scotland (2014) which explains the drop in the 
number of civil partnerships between 2014 and 2015.  The number of marriages 
registered in 2015 was an increase of 53 on the 1614 registered in 2014 but the overall 
trend since the early 1990s has been a reduction of 25% in the number of marriages 
registered in Fife.       
 

Marriage and Civil Partnership 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marriage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devolution_in_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_of_Great_Britain_and_Northern_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Same-sex_marriage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England_and_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marriage_(Same_Sex_Couples)_Act_2013
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marriage_and_Civil_Partnership_(Scotland)_Act_2014
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ireland_Executive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_partnership_in_the_United_Kingdom


26 

 

 

There were 1671 same-sex marriages in Scotland in 2015.  Of those, 935 were 

conversions from existing civil partnerships and 736 were “new” marriages.  This brings 

the total number of same sex marriages so far in Scotland from its introduction on 16 

December 2014 to 31 December 2015 to 2038.  Of those, 1294 were conversions from 

civil partnerships, and 744 were “new”.  This means that, so far, only around one quarter 

of couples in Scottish civil partnerships have chosen to convert their partnership to a 

marriage. 

There were 64 new civil partnerships registered in 2015, showing that there is a 

significant minority of same-sex couples who prefer to register a civil partnership rather 

than a marriage. This is why the Equality Network is opposed to the abolition of civil 

partnership. Instead, we believe that civil partnership should be opened up to all couples 

regardless of gender, thus bringing equality and diversity of choice for all. 

The statistics were published by the National Records of Scotland on 9 March 2016 as 

part of the provisional figures for births, deaths, adoptions, marriages and civil 

partnerships registered during 2015. For more information, click here to visit their 

website. 

- See more at: http://www.equality-network.org/category/news/#sthash.mX2mkADv.dpuf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Source: http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/council-area-data-sheets/fife-factsheet.pdf 
 
 
Since 2005 the number of marriages in Fife has fallen by 13.5 per cent. Scotland has 
seen an increase during the same period of time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/news/2016/births-deaths-and-other-vital-events-preliminary-figures-for-2015-released
http://www.equality-network.org/category/news/#sthash.mX2mkADv.dpuf
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Pregnancy and maternity 

Pregnancy is the condition of being pregnant or expecting a baby. Maternity refers to the 
period after the birth, and is linked to maternity leave in the employment context.  

In the non-work context, protection against maternity discrimination is for 26 weeks after 
giving birth, and this includes treating a woman unfavorably because she is 
breastfeeding. 

In 2015, there were 3719 maternities resulting in 3755 live births registered in Fife.  This 
was 134 fewer births than in 2014 and the lowest number of live births since 2004.  Of 
these births just over half were baby boys (50.3%).  More than half of all babies were 
born to unmarried parents, 57% of all live births in Fife compared to 51% across 
Scotland.   
 
The average age of parents continues to increase and across Scotland was 30.2 for 
mothers and 32.8 for fathers in 2015.  Among Fife births in 2015, 3.3% were to mothers 
aged 40 and over, 15% to mothers aged 35-39, and 5% to mothers aged less than 20 
years old.   
 
According to Fife Children’s Services Plan 2014-2017, there has been a reduction in the 
pregnancy rate among 16 year olds from 10.5 per 1000 in 2009 to 6.6 per 1000 in 2012 
in Fife.  In seeking to support a reduction in the under 16 teenage pregnancy rate a 
targeted approached has been undertaken within 4 high school areas.  This has enabled 
local partnerships to develop innovative approaches including peer education, single sex 
classes for relationships, Sexual Health and Parenthood education, enhanced school 
nursing provision and signposting to services.  New provision has been introduced in 
consultation with young people. 
 
Fife has the highest number of teenage pregnancies in Scotland.  

NHS Fife recorded the highest rates in both the under 18s and under 20s age groups, 
with rates of 31.6 and 48.4 per 1,000 of the population respectively in 2013. 

Meanwhile, statistics covering 2011-13 showed the area covered by Dundee City Council 
had the highest rate in the under 18s age group with 43.9 per 1,000. 

However, across Scotland the overall rates have declined since 2007 across the under 
16, 18 and 20 age groups. 

The teenage pregnancy rate for under 20s has dropped from 57.7 per 1,000 in 2007 to 
37.7 in 2013 – equating to a fall of around 35%. 

Despite the decrease, there is still a strong link between deprivation and teenage 
pregnancy. 

In the under 20s – calculated using the female population aged between 15 and 19 – 
girls living in the most deprived areas were nearly five times more likely to become 
pregnant. 

And they are nearly 12 times more likely to deliver a baby than someone living in the 
least deprived areas. 

Pregnancy and Maternity  
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The latest statistics have been published as the Scottish Government launches a 
consultation on its draft national pregnancy and parenthood in young people strategy. 

The first of its kind in Scotland, the strategy aims to tackle the cycle of deprivation 
associated with many pregnancies in young people and provide extra support to young 
parents. 

It wants to ensure all agencies, not just the NHS, recognise the need to provide support 
to young people and families. 

 
The tables below showed the live births, stillbirths and maternities, by sex of child, marital 
status of parents and age of mother in Fife 2015 

 
 

Live births 

Total live births Within Marriage Outside Marriage 

Age of 
mother 

Both 
sex 

Male Female Both 
sexes 

Male Female Both 
sex 

Male Female 

All 3755 1892 1863 1605 827 778 2150 1065 1085 

16 & 
under 

13 10 3 - - - 13 10 3 

<20 195 105 90 3 3 - 192 102 90 

20-24 717 368 349 94 48 46 623 320 303 

25-29 1103 538 565 427 212 215 676 326 350 

30-34 1058 526 532 666 349 317 392 177 215 

35-39 558 289 269 354 184 170 204 105 99 

40-42 101 54 47 47 23 24 54 31 23 

43+ 22 12 10 14 8 6 8 4 4 

 
 

 
 

Stillbirths 

Total Stillbirths Within Marriage Outside Marriage 

Age of 
mother 

Both 
sex 

Male Female Both 
sex 

Male Female Both 
sex 

Male Female 

All 11 8 3 5 5 - 6 3 3 

16 & 
under 

- - - - - - - - - 

<20 - - - - - - - - - 

20-24 4 2 2 - - - 2 2 - 

25-29 1 1 - - - - 1 1 - 

30-34 3 3 - 3 - - - - - 

35-39 2 1 1 1 1 - 1 - 1 

40-42 1 1 - 1 1 - - - - 

43+ - - - - - - - - - 
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Age of mother 

Maternities 

All Maternities Married Parents Unmarried Parents 

All 3719 1594 2125 

16 & under 13 - 13 

<20 193 3 190 

20-24 715 94 621 

25-29 1092 424 668 

30-34 1049 663 386 

35-39 549 349 200 

40-42 99 48 51 

43+ 21 13 8 
Sorce: http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-
publications/vital-events-reference-tables/2015/section-3-births 
 
 

 
Source: http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/council-area-data-sheets/fife-factsheet.pdf 
 
 
Between 2014 and 2015 Fife experienced a 3.4% decrease in the number of births, 
dropping from 2889 in 201, to 3755 in 2015.  The number of births in Scotland fell by 
2.9%. 
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Race 

Refers to the protected characteristic of Race. It refers to a group of people defined by 
their race, colour, and nationality (including citizenship) ethnic or national origins. 

The most comprehensive source of information about the race of the population living in 
Fife is the Census.   

 

 

 There has been a decrease of 1% point in the number of people in Fife that said that 
their ethnicity was “White”, reducing from 98.7% in 2001 to 97.6% in 2011. 

 1.27% of the population are members of a Black, Minority and Ethnic (BME) 
community. 

 The proportion of people saying that they were “White Scottish” has also reduced by 
3%e points from 88.3% in 2001 to 85.7% in 2011. 

 There have been increases in all the minority ethnic categories in Fife over the last ten 
years. 

 The proportion of people classifying themselves as “Asian” has doubled from 0.8% in 
2001 to 1.6% in 2011, and continues to be the single largest ethnic minority group in 
Fife. 

 The new category for the 2011 Census of “White Polish” shows that there are 3058 
people that have classified themselves in this category, and now make up 0.8% of the 
Fife population. 

 
Other Facts: 
 

 While the majority of minority ethnic groups, on average, reported slightly higher 
proportions compared with “White” groups, some of these groups were lower, e.g. 
Mixed or multiple ethnic groups (38%) and Asian groups (43%). 

 The ethnic group most likely to live in a “one person” household is “Caribbean or 
Black” (44%) compared with the least likely group- “White Other” (22%). 

 For “one family” households, “White Other British” (66%) has the highest proportion, 
while “Mixed or multiple ethnic” groups (49%), has the lowest. 

 One family households-couple families, are most common in the “White Other British” 
(50%) group, whereas those from “Caribbean or Black” (36%) groups are least 
common. 

 Those from African (17%) or Caribbean or Black (16%) groups show higher 
proportions of people living in “lone parent” households than other minority ethnic 
groups or “White” ethnic backgrounds. 

 
 
 
 

Race 

Census 
2011 

All 
people 

% White-
Scottish 

% 
White-
Other 
British 

% 
White-
Irish 

% 
White- 
Polish 

% 
White- 
Other 

% Asian, 
Asian Scottish 
or Asian 
British 

% Other 
ethnic 
groups 

Fife 365198 85.7 8.6 0.6 0.8 1.9 1.6 0.8 

Scotland 5295403 84.0 7.9 1.0 1.2 2.0 2.7 1.3 
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Ethnicity 
 

 

Ethnicity Other ethnic 
groups: Total 

Other ethnic groups: 
Arab, Arab Scottish or 
Arab British 

Other ethnic 
groups: Other 
ethnic group 

Fife 517 299 218 

Males 288 163 125 

Females 229 136 93 

Source: Census 2011 
 

 While most ethnic groups are fairly consistent in terms of age profile and sex, 
there are one or two exceptions- for the “Asian: Chinese” age group of 20-24, 
there are higher concentrations of females (39%) compared with males (28%), 
and in the “Asian: Bangladeshi” age group of 0-4, females account for 20% while 
males account for only 3%. 

 All minority ethnic groups have increased in size, with “Asian” showing the largest 
increase.  There is evidence showing that, the total number of people in Fife is 
Asian, Asian Scottish or Asian British: Pakistani, Pakistani Scottish or Pakistani 
British group should be more that 1902. 

 Slightly less people think of themselves as “White” or “White Scottish”, while 
slightly more classify themselves as “White Other”. 

More statistical details can be found in Appendix 1 and 2 

Ethnicity All 
people 

White: 
Total 

White: 
Scottish 

White: 
Other 
British 

White: 
Irish 

White: 
Gypsy/ 
Traveller 

White: 
Polish 

White: 
Other 
White 

Mixed or 
Multiple 
ethnic 
groups 

Fife 365198 356550 312957 31464 2260 316 3058 6495 1257 

Males 176943 172676 151501 15656 1036 132 1525 2826 588 

Females 188255 183874 161456 15808 1224 184 1533 3669 669 

Ethnicity African: 
Total 

African: 
African, 
African 
Scottish or 
African 
British 

African: 
Other 
African 

Caribbean 
or Black: 
Total 

Caribbean 
or Black: 
Caribbean, 
Caribbean 
Scottish or 
Caribbean 
British 

Caribbean or 
Black: Black, 
Black Scottish 
or Black British 

Caribbean 
or Black: 
Other 
Caribbean 
or Black 

Fife 704 684 20 422 234 141 47 

Males 350 339 11 228 128 79 21 

Females 354 345 9 194 106 62 26 

Ethnicity Asian, 
Asian 
Scottish 
or Asian 
British: 
Total 

Asian, Asian 
Scottish or 
Asian British: 
Pakistani, 
Pakistani 
Scottish or 
Pakistani 
British 

Asian, Asian 
Scottish or 
Asian British: 
Indian, Indian 
Scottish or 
Indian British 

Asian, Asian 
Scottish or 
Asian British: 
Bangladeshi 
Scottish or 
Bangladeshi 
British 

Asian, Asian 
Scottish or 
Asian British: 
Chinese, 
Chinese 
Scottish or 
Chinese British 

Asian, 
Asian 
Scottish 
or Asian 
British: 
Other 
Asian 

Fife 5748 1902 1066 118 1735 927 

Males 2813 999 576 72 777 389 

Females 2935 903 490 46 958 538 
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National Identity 
National 
Identity 

All 
people 

Scottish 
identity 
only 

British 
identity 
only 

Scottis
h and 
British 
identitie
s only 

Scottish 
and any 
other 
identities 

English 
identity 
only 

Any other 
combination 
of UK 
identities 
(UK only)  

Other 
identity 
only 

Other 
identity 
and at 
least 
one UK 
identity 

Fife 365198 232967 28821 66386 6580 9540 8108 11852 944 
Source: Census 2011  

 

Country of birth 
Country 
of birth  

All 
people 

England Northern 
Ireland 

Scotland Wales Republic 
of 
Ireland 

Other 
EU: 
Member 
countries 
in March 
2001  

Other EU: 
Accession 
countries 
April 2001 
to March 
2011 

Other 
countri
es 

Fife 365198 35531 2233 305206 1499 1032 4264 3919 11514 
Source: Census 2011  

 
 

 People in Fife feel broadly similar to other parts of Scotland in terms of having 
some Scottish national identify (83%). 

 Fifer’s do however, have slightly stronger feeling for “Scottish identify only” (63.8% 
compared to Scotland with 62.4%) and maybe correspondingly, lower feeling for 
“British identity only” (7.9% compared with Scotland with 8.4%). 

 People born in an African country had the highest likelihood of having a “Scottish 
identity only” (22%), compared with those born in a European country (16%), a 
Middle East or Asian country (14%) and the Americas (13%). 

 Numbers of people born in Scotland that now live in Fife have decreased, from 
86.2% in 2001 to 83.6% in 2011, while those born in England but now living in Fife 
have increased from 9.4% in 2001 to 9.7% I 2011. 

 People born in countries within the European Union that now live in Fife, now 
account for 2.4% of the Fife population. 

 Poland has the largest number of people now living in Fife that were born in 
another country (2704 or 0.74% of the Fife population). 

 For people living in Fife, the highest proportions of people born in Scotland (7%), 
Northern Ireland (8%), Wales (9%), or England (10%), tend to be concentrated in 
the 45-49 age groups. 

 The majority of people born outside the UK that arrived into the UK tend to be in 
the 16-24 and 0-15 age group. 
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Religion and belief 

Religion has the meaning usually given to it but belief includes religious and 
philosophical beliefs including lack of belief (e.g. Atheism). Generally, a belief should 
affect your life choices or the way you live for it to be included in the definition. 

 
 

 All 
people 

Church of 
Scotland 

Roman 
Catholic 

Other 
Christian 

Buddhist Hindu Jewish 

Fife 365198 114773 
(31.43%) 

31092 
(8.51%) 

19757  
(5.41%) 

736 
(0.20%) 

489 
(0.13%) 

245 
(0.07%) 

Male 176943 51918 
(29.34%) 

14124 
(7.98%) 

8506  
(4.81%) 

353 
(0.20%) 

268 
(0.15%) 

108 
(0.06%) 

Female 188255 62855 
(33.39%) 

16968 
(9.01%) 

11251  
(5.98%) 

383 
(0.20%) 

221 
(0.12%) 

137 
(0.07%) 

 
 
 

 Muslim Sikh Other religion No religion Religion not stated 

Fife 2591 
(0.71%) 

324 
(0.09%) 

1190  
(0.33%) 

168932 
(46.26%) 

25069 
(6.86%) 

Male 1396 
(0.79%) 

184 
(0.10%) 

466 
(0.26%) 

86944 
(49.14%) 

12676  
(7.16%) 

Female 1195 
(0.63%) 

140 
(0.07%) 

724  
(0.38%) 

81988  
(43.55%) 

12393  
(6.58%) 

Source: Census 2011 

 

 As with other parts of Scotland, Fife has seen a decrease in the proportion of people 
who said that they belonged to a Christian denomination in the last ten years, from 
56% in 2001 to 45.3% (Church of Scotland 31.43%+Roman Catholic 8.51%+Other 
Christian 5.41%) in 2011. 

 Those in Fife who said that they had “No Religion” increased from 35.4% in 2001 to 
46.3% in 2011. 

 Those who stated that they belonged to the Church of Scotland reduced from 43.0% 
in 2001 to 31.4% in 2011, while those that were Roman Catholic remained constant 
at 8.5%. 

 Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and Sikh- all increased in numbers from 2001 in 
Fife  

 Those who stated that they had “No religion”, were most common for all age groups 
up to 50-54, with the highest concentrations in the 0-9 and 25-34 age groups. 

 The most common in the 80 and over age groups is “Church of Scotland”.   

 In recent years other religions have established a present in Fife, mainly through 
immigration, for example: Muslim, Hinduism, Sikhism, Islam, Buddhism, Baha’i, 
Jewish and so on.  

 

For more details about Religion by Ethnic group can be found the links below:  
http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/ods-analyser/jsf/tableView/crosstabTableView.xhtml 
 
http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/ods-analyser/jsf/tableView/crosstabTableView.xhtml 
(Select Topic: Ethnicity, Identity, Language and Religion,  
Select table: DC2107SC Religion by sex by age, then select Fife area) 

Religion and Belief 

http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/ods-analyser/jsf/tableView/crosstabTableView.xhtml
http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/ods-analyser/jsf/tableView/crosstabTableView.xhtml
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Sexual orientation 

Whether a person's sexual attraction is towards their own sex, the opposite sex or to 
both sexes 

There is no hard data on the number of lesbians, bisexuals, gay or transsexual in Fife or 
nationwide.   

 
Stonewall, the LGBT campaigning and lobbying group, stated: The government is using 
the figure of 5-7% of the population, which Stonewall, the LGBT lobbing group, feels is a 
reasonable estimate. 
 
Using this formula the LGBT population of Fife is likely to be around 22, 000.   
 

 Fife Scotland 

LGBT 22,000 310,110 

 
The number of young people “coming out” as transgender in schools is growing all the 
time.  In Fife, there are 3 LGBT youth groups that are operational during the period 
2014/2015, through these groups, there are 71 individual young people registered and 
there is a yearly attendance of 694.    
 
Currently in the LGBT youth group in Fife,  the number of young people who identify as 
transgender is about 1 to every 3 young people who identify as lesbian, gay or bisexual.  
The number is growing and as a result, there has been more action in providing advice 
and support to young transgender people taken by the Education and Children’s 
Services Directorate within Fife also with individual schools and teachers being proactive 
in this regard.  Stonewall Scotland, LGBT Youth Scotland, LGBT Health & Wellbeing 
Centre and the Terence Higgins Trust are the main organisations working in Fife with a 
LGBT focus. There is also a LGBT Society in St Andrew University.  
 

In 2013, Office for National Statistics asked around 180,000 UK adults about their self-
perceived sexual identity, as part of the Integrated Household Survey. By “sexual 
identity” we mean how people see themselves at the time the interview takes place. This 
does not necessarily match their sexual behaviour or attraction and can change over 
time.  

 1.6% of UK adults aged 16+ gave their sexual identity as lesbian, gay or bisexual 
in 2013. 

 In 2013, men were twice as likely as women to state their sexual identity as gay or 
lesbian. 

 3.2% of London residents aged 16+ identified themselves as lesbian, gay or 
bisexual in 2013, the highest percentage across all areas of the UK. 

 
 

 
 
 

Sexual Orientation 
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The proportion of UK young people who identify as lesbian, gay or bisexual has 
increased, figures show.  

Some 3.3% of 16 to 24-year-olds - about 242,000 people - identified as LGB in 2015, up 
from 2.8% in 2014. 

The rise was mainly due to more people identifying as bisexual, the Office for National 
Statistics said, up from 1.3% in 2014 to 1.8% last year. 

Rights charity Stonewall said that may in part be a result of more LGB role models in the 
public eye. 

It named model and actress Cara Delevigne, boxer Nicola Adams and singer Miley Cyrus 
among high-profile people to come out as bisexual in recent years. 

The ONS's sexual identity data comes from its Annual Population Survey. 

Sexual identity is one part of the concept of "sexual orientation", which does not 
necessarily reflect sexual attraction or sexual behaviour, the ONS said. 

It currently does not measure sexual attraction or sexual behaviour.  

Other findings showed: 

 Across the entire population 93.7% identified as heterosexual, and 1.7% did so 
as LGB - an increase from 1.6% in 2014 

 The remainder either identified as "other", "don't know" or refused to respond  

 The lowest proportion of LGB people was among over-65s (0.6%) - the same 
as in 2014  

 Northern Ireland has the highest national proportion of LGB people (1.9%), 
followed by England (1.8%) and Scotland and Wales (1.6%) 

 London has the highest regional proportion of LGB people (2.6%) with the east 
of England having the lowest (1.2%) 

 More men (2.0%) than women (1.5%) identified as LGB  

 Among men, 1.6% identified as gay and 0.5% as bisexual while 0.7% of 
women identified as lesbian and 0.8% as bisexual 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/sexualidentityuk2015
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Appendix 1 Country of birth of all people in Fife 2011 

  Country of Birth of all people in Fife 

All People 365,200 

Europe 

Europe                                                                                                                                                                                                      Total 354,569 

Europe: United Kingdom                                                                                                                                           Total 344,505 

England 35,531 

N. Ireland 2,233 

Scotland 305,206 

Wales 1,499 

United Kingdom : Not Specified 36 

Channel Islands/Isle of Man 118 

Republic of Ireland 1,032 

Other Europe                                                                                                                                                               Total 8,914 

EU Countries                                                                                                                                                                                           Total 8,029 

EU Member countries  in 2001                                                                                                                                      Total 4,284 

France 326 

Germany 2,210 

Greece 96 

Italy 358 

Netherlands 225 

Spain 214 

Other member countries 855 

Accession countries  that joined EU  between 2001-2011                                                                                                                                

Total 

3,745 

Czech Republic 191 

Hungary 104 

Latvia 220 

Lithuania 127 

Poland 2704 

Romania 157 

Slovakia      91 

Other accession countries    151 
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Non EU Countries                                                                                                                                                       Total  885 

Russia 149 

 Turkey (Europe)    134 

Other non EU Countries (Europe)    602 

Africa 

Africa                                                                                                                                                                             Total  2,067 

Africa : North Africa                                                                                                                                                                             Total   297 

Africa :Central and Western Africa                                                                                                                         Total 276 

Nigeria 155 

Africa :Central and Western Africa: Others 121 

Africa: South and East Africa                                                                                                                                                                Total  1,494 

Kenya 151 

South Africa 708 

Zimbabwe 333 

Others 302 

Middle East and Asia 

Middle East and Asia Total 4,760 

Middle East and Asia: Middle East                                                                                                                           Total 382 

Iran 77 

Iraq 54 

Other Middle East 251 

Middle East and Asia: Eastern Asia                                                                                                                          Total 1521 

China 876 

Hong Kong 450 

Middle East and Asia: Eastern Asia: Other 195 

Middle East and Asia: Southern Asia:                                                                                                                    Total 1,882 

Bangladesh 59 

India 810 

Pakistan 776 

Other Southern Asia 177 

Middle East and Asia: South - East Asia                                                                                                                  Total 985 

Malaysia  222 

Philippines 217 
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Singapore 294 

Other south - East Asia 252 

Middle East and Asia: Central Asia                                                                                                                          Total 50 

The Americas and the Caribbean 

The Americas and the Caribbean 3,085 

The Americas and the Caribbean: North America 2,646 

Canada 735 

USA 1,877 

Other North America 34 

The Americas and the Caribbean: Central America 50 

The Americas and the Caribbean: South America 258 

The Americas and the Caribbean: The Caribbean 131 

Oceania 

Oceania 716 

Australia 505 

New Zealand 199 

Other Oceania 12 

Other 1 

Born outside the United Kingdom                                                                                                                           Total 21,922 
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Appendix 2 Population: Ethnic group by area in Fife-Scotland Census 2011 
 
 
 White 

 
Source: Scotland Census 2011-National Records of Scotland

 Buckhaven,
Methil and 
Wemyss 
Villages 

Burntisland
,Kinghorn 
& Western 
Kirkcaldy 

Cowdenbeath Cupar Dunfermline 
Central, North 

and South 

East Neuk 
and Land 

Ward 

Glenrothes 
Central, North  

and West 

Howe of Fife 
and Tay 
Coast 

All people 18255 14730 14081 14414 54435 12470 51000 14693 

White: Total 18035 14407 13899 14180 53050 12295 49942 14536 

White :Scottish 17095 12753 13210 11664 47094 10232 45780 12593 

White: Other 
British 

708 1180 518 1915 4553 1587 3016 1635 

White:  
Irish 

58 81 42 103 374 112 240 91 

White: Gypsy/ 
Traveller 

13 13 5 31 10 7 43 16 

White: Polish 60 209 60 135 328 46 391 21 

White: Other 
White 

101 171 64 332 691 311 472 180 

Mixed or 
multiple ethnic 
groups 

26 45 25 64 154 49 113 59 
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White 

 Inverkeithing & 
Dalgety Bay 

Kirkcaldy 
Central, East 
and North 

Leven, 
Kennoway 
and Largo 

Lochgelly 
& 
Cardenden 

Rosyth St 
Andrews 

Tay 
Bridge 
head 

The 
Lochs 

West 
Fife 
and 
Coastal 
Villages 

All people 17246 45022 18410 13021 14656 18312 14000 12245 18208 

White: Total 16907 43614 18134 12883 14412 16440 13740 12110 17966 

White :Scottish 14012 39511 16969 12254 12480 9314 10602 11425 15969 

White: Other 
British 

2346 2053 932 459 1568 4124 2696 518 1656 

White:  
Irish 

168 229 71 48 94 279 111 63 96 

White: Gypsy/ 
Traveller 

6 91 6 8 5 38 8 12 4 

White: Polish 87 1174 53 36 99 260 26 27 46 

White: Other 
White 

288 556 103 78 166 2425 297 65 195 

Mixed or 
multiple ethnic 
groups 

65 149 56 14 44 267 76 13 39 
 
 

Source: Scotland Census 2011-National Records of Scotland
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Asian, Asian Scottish or Asian British 

Source: Scotland Census 2011-National Records of Scotland

 Buckhaven, 
Methil and 
Wemyss 
Villages 

Burntisland, 
Kinghorn & 
Western 
Kirkcaldy 

Cowdenbeath Cupar Dunfermline 
Central, North 
and South 

East 
Neuk 
and 
Land 
Ward 

Glenrothes 
Central, North  
and West 

Howe of 
Fife and 
Tay 
Coast 

Asian, 
Asian Scottish or 
Asian British: Total 

171 200 111 105 925 87 788 61 

Pakistani, Pakistani 
Scottish or 
Pakistani British 

108 95 19 16 380 14 413 11 

Indian, Indian 
Scottish or Indian 
British 

21 47 37 22 183 20 103 12 

Bangladeshi, 
Bangladeshi 
Scottish or 
Bangladeshi British 

13 4 0 1 22 3 14 2 

Chinese, Chinese 
Scottish or Chinese 
British 

9 24 25 45 218 27 177 19 

Other Asian 20 30 30 21 122 23 81 17 
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Asian, Asian Scottish or Asian British 
 

Source: Scotland Census 2011-National Records of Scotland

 Inverkeithing 
& Dalgety 
Bay 

Kirkcaldy 
Central, 
East and 
North 

Leven, 
Kennoway 
and Largo 

Lochgelly 
& 
Cardenden 

Rosyth St 
Andrews 

Tay 
Bridgehead 

The 
Lochs 

West 
Fife 
and 
Coastal 
Villages 

Asian, 
Asian Scottish or 
Asian British: Total: 

204 941 156 97 160 1373 132 82 155 

Pakistani, Pakistani 
Scottish or Pakistani 
British 

78 420 63 46 78 65 22 22 52 

Indian, Indian 
Scottish or Indian 
British 

41 228 29 17 20 209 34 9 34 

Bangladeshi, 
Bangladeshi Scottish 
or Bangladeshi 
British 

0 21 4 4 9 5 1 4 11 

Chinese, Chinese 
Scottish or Chinese 
British 

52 160 37 19 27 788 40 34 34 

Other Asian 33 112 23 11 26 306 35 13 24 
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African, Caribbean or Black and Other ethnic group 

 Buckhaven,
Methil and 
Wemyss 
Villages 

Burntisland
,Kinghorn 
& Western 
Kirkcaldy 

Cowdenbeath Cupar Dunfermline 
Central, 
North and 
South 

East 
Neuk 
and 
Land 
Ward 

Glenrothes 
Central, 
North  and 
West 

Howe of 
Fife and 
Tay Coast 

African: Total 6 27 17 26 173 20 59 9 

African, African Scottish or African 
British 

6 25 17 25 171 19 59 7 

African: Other African 0 2 0 1 2 1 0 2 

Caribbean or black: Total 5 27 21 21 44 3 70 16 

Caribbean, Caribbean Scottish or 
Caribbean British 

5 12 13 18 27 1 34 7 

Black, Black Scottish or Black 
British 

0 14 8 2 11 0 31 3 

Other Caribbean or Black 0 1 0 1 6 2 5 6 

Other ethnic groups: Total 12 24 8 18 89 16 28 12 

23Arab, Arab Scottish or Arab 
British 

6 11 6 15 51 7 11 8 

Other ethnic group 6 13 2 3 38 9 17 4 

 
Source: Scotland Census 2011-National Records of Scotland
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African, Caribbean or Black and Other ethnic group 

Source: Scotland Census 2011-National Records of Scotland

 Inverkeithing 
& Dalgety Bay 

Kirkcaldy 
Central, 
East and 
North 

Leven, 
Kennoway 
and Largo 

Lochgelly 
& 
Cardenden 

Rosyth St 
Andrews 

Tay 
Bridge 
head 

The 
Lochs 

West 
Fife and 
Coastal 
Villages 

African: Total 31 137 26 11 18 79 14 24 27 

African, African Scottish or 
African British 

29 129 26 11 18 79 14 23 26 

African: Other African 2 8 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Caribbean or black: Total 16 66 14 8 14 53 19 12 13 

Caribbean, Caribbean 
Scottish or Caribbean 
British 

12 29 8 4 8 32 10 3 11 

Black, Black Scottish or 
Black British 

4 32 1 2 4 13 7 8 1 

Other Caribbean or Black 0 5 5 2 2 8 2 1 1 

Other ethnic groups: Total 23 116 24 8 8 100 19 4 8 

Arab, Arab Scottish or Arab 
British 

11 88 14 4 3 52 7 2 3 
 

Other ethnic group 12 28 10 4 5 48 12 2 5 
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